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CONEIDENTIAL PEKING 1765 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS UNILATERAL CLAIMS 
REF: STATE 223410 

WE HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING WHETHER THE PRC MIGHT CONTEMPLATE 
UNILATERAL ACTION TO EXTEND OCEAN CLAIMS AND WOULD LIKELY 
HEAR OE IT ONLY ALTER POLICY CHANGE HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED. WE 
DOUBT THAT THE CHINESE ARE CURRENTLY PLANNING SUCH ACTION, BUT 
THEY WOULD CERTAINLY VOCIEEROUSLY SUPPORT THE RIGHT OE ANY THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRY TO DO IT. ALSO THEY MIGHT FEEL COMPELLED TO ASSERT 
CLAIMS OE THEIR OWN IF NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES TOOK STEPS 
WHICH APPEARED TO THEM TO ENCROACH ON PRC TERRITORY. 
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